
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH762 March 4, 1998
It appears that the days of working

on a bipartisan basis with the Repub-
lican Congress are over. Liberals are
upset. In fact, they are mad at the
President for finally helping to pass a
tax cut for middle-class families last
year. So the liberals will not let the
President continue down the road of
tax relief, IRS reform, and overhaul of
the Tax Code.

I guess the New Democrats at the
White House are no longer calling the
shots these days. It is too bad. The
American people want tax reform.

f

IMPROVING EDUCATION

(Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Speaker,
sometimes standing on the floor of the
House of Representatives is like stand-
ing in an echo chamber. As soon as one
member says they want to do some-
thing to help rebuild our public schools
and provide a better education for our
children, everybody starts saying it.

Well, Mr. Speaker, it is time to stop
talking about it and to start doing
something about it. That is why we
have introduced legislation that would
reduce class sizes by hiring an addi-
tional 100,000 qualified teachers, and
legislation that would give states and
local school districts help with new
school construction and new renova-
tion.

I believe these bills are a great op-
portunity for every legislator who says
they care about education to follow up
their words with actions. If Members
are serious about making improve-
ments in our education system, I urge
them to cosponsor these bills.

f

BEING TRUTHFUL ABOUT THE
BALANCED BUDGET

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, we did get
good news yesterday, and that good
news was that for the first time in 30
years, the Federal Government is
about to pay its bills. For the first
time in 30 years, we are about to run a
surplus, not a deficit.

But we also need to remember that
we run two sets of books here in Wash-
ington. One is the external set of
books, the books that reflect the
money that comes in and the money
that goes out into all funds, and the
second set of books reflects what we
are doing to continue to borrow from
the Social Security Trust Fund and
from the Highway Trust Fund.

Mr. Speaker, we need to not only bal-
ance the budget on that one set of
books, but we need to balance the
budget on the second set of books as
well. Do not continue to increase the
debt; do not spend this new money, this
external surplus, on new programs;

stop borrowing from the Social Secu-
rity Trust Fund and stop borrowing
from the Highway Trust Fund. Pay all
the bills and be truthful with the
American people, and treat the trust
funds like they are truly trust funds.

f

TARGETED TAX CUTS NEEDED

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, I came to the well because I have
heard one speaker after another from
the other side suggest that the Presi-
dent came out against tax cuts and
that the natural reaction of the Demo-
cratic Party is to be opposed to tax
cuts.

I would remind my colleagues that in
fact the President has proposed a num-
ber of tax cuts, and that in fact a ma-
jority of the Democrats voted for tax
cuts as part of the balanced budget
agreement. What we are opposed to is
eliminating the Tax Code, as the other
side has proposed, without anything to
replace it. That could wreak havoc on
our economy.

Imagine when banks and the real es-
tate community have to determine
what would be the real cost of homes,
for example, if you did not have a
mortgage interest deduction, or any
number of other assets if you did not
have depreciation expenses.

We are in favor of tax cuts, but tar-
geted tax cuts; tax cuts for families
who are finding it difficult to afford
child care expenses, or higher edu-
cation expenses. Targeted tax cuts is
what we need, not irresponsible elimi-
nation of the Tax Code.

f

CONTRACT WITH AMERICA A
SUCCESS

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, in 1994,
along the campaign trail, Republicans
said that if the Republican Party be-
came the majority, that we would pass
a legislative agenda called the Con-
tract with America within the first 100
days of the 1995 session.

Washington pundits and the typical
status quo Washington liberals said,
number one, they would not; number
two, they could not; and then when the
process was going on, they said they
should not. All the Democrats fought
it, kicking and screaming and yelling,
saying it was going to lead to economic
disaster, and all voted against welfare
reform and voted against tax cuts for
the middle class.

What happened? Within 100 days, the
Contract with America passes, and
what is the result? In 1995, the deficit,
$164 billion; 1996, the deficit, $107 bil-
lion; 1997, the deficit, $22 billion; and in
1998, just announced, a surplus of $8 bil-
lion.

Where are all those Democrats who
said that the Contract with America
was going to be an economic disaster,
who fought tax cuts for the middle
class? The proof is that the budget is
balanced, it worked, and I hope next
time they do not fight us.

f

IMPROVING AMERICA’S PUBLIC
SCHOOLS

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, last
week the Washington Post reported
some grim news: The scores of Ameri-
cans high school seniors ranked near
the bottom in a rigorous new inter-
national exam in math and science.

This is unacceptable. Our schools
clearly need help, and this body needs
to get moving. Democrats are eager to
get to work to reduce our class sizes, to
repair crumbling schools, to put com-
puters in classrooms and to provide an
atmosphere in which our children can
learn.

But my Republican colleagues, what
they want to do is they want to throw
out public education, to end public edu-
cation as we know it. What they want
to do is one more time make education
the purview of the rich and of the
wealthy. They also want to have tax
cuts, tax cuts for the wealthiest Ameri-
cans, one more time.

Let us put our kids first, and not
last. Education should be our top prior-
ity, public education, the great equal-
izer, which has allowed all of us to be
able to live up to and work to our po-
tential, no matter where we are on the
socioeconomic scale. Let us get to
work on education. Let us improve
America’s public schools.

f

MAKING AMERICAN EDUCATION
THE ENVY OF THE WORLD

(Mr. ARMEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, I do not
think there is any disagreement in
America that perhaps the most sacred
responsibility we have is the education
of our children, and I do not think
there is any doubt in anybody’s mind
that the best way to beat the world and
to be the envy of the world in the edu-
cation of our children is to have the
very, very best public education sys-
tem in the world. There is no one I
know that wants anything less than
the very, very best public education for
our children.

But, unhappily, Mr. Speaker, we have
some children that are being left be-
hind today. In Washington, D.C., we
have some very, very good schools, and
in Washington, D.C. we have some
catastrophically bad schools.

Just a few months ago, 7,500 families,
distressed about what was happening
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